THE MURDER OF BECKET,                It
Robert de Broc, who knew the house well, led the way to it
in the dusk. The steps were broken, but a ladder was stand-
ing against the window, by which the knights mounted, and
the crash of the falling casement told the fluttered group
about the archbishop that their enemies were upon them. 5
There was still a moment. The party who entered by the
window, instead of turning into the archbishop's room, first
went into the hall to open the door and admit their comrades.
From the archbishop's room a second passage, little used,
opened into the north-west corner of the cloister, and from 10
the cloister there was a way into the north transept of the
cathedral. The cry was, " To the church. To the church."
There at least there would be immediate safety.
The archbishop had told the knights that they would find
him where they left him.    He did not choose to show fear, 15
or he was afraid, as some thought, of losing his martyrdom.
He would not move.    The bell had ceased.    They reminded
him that vespers had begun, and that he ought to be in the
cathedral.     Half yielding, half resisting, his  friends swept,
him down the passage into the cloister.    His cross had been 20
forgotten in the haste.    He refused to stir till it was fetched
and carried before him as usual.    Then only, himself incap-
able of fear, and rebuking the terror of the rest, he advanced
deliberately up the cloister to the church door.    As he entered
the cathedral cries were heard from which it became plain 25
that the knights had broken into the archbishop's room, had
found the passage, and were following him.    Almost immedi-
ately Fitzurse, Tracy, De Morville, and Le Breton were dis-
cerned, in the twilight, coming through the cloister in their
armour, with drawn swords, and axes in their left hands.    A 30
company of men-at-arms was behind them.    In front they
were driving before them a frightened flock of monks.
From the middle of the transept in which the archbishop
was standing a single pillar rose into the roof. On the
eastern side of it opened a chapel of St. Benedict, in which 35
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